July 19, 2006
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, July 17,
2006, | missed rollcall votes Nos. 375, 376,
and 377. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye” on H.R. 3085, “nay” on H.R.
3496, and “aye” on H.R. 3279.

————

TRIBUTE TO JONATHON SOLOMON

HON. RAUL GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember and honor a great American who
has recently passed away.

Last week, Jonathon Solomon, a leader and
elder of the Gwich’in Nation, passed away in
Alaska. A lifelong advocate on behalf of his
people, Jonathon was an inspiration to many
and was instrumental in the fight to protect the
birthplace of the Porcupine Caribou Herd in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. As a Tradi-
tional Chief of Fort Yukon, Jonathon was
raised in the traditional subsistence lifestyle,
depending on the Porcupine Caribou herd as
his ancestors before him had for a millennium.
To the Gwich'in, there is no more sacred
place than the calving grounds of the caribou
herd upon which their way of life depends.
Jonathon was one of the leading Gwich’in
voices on a myriad of issues. He halted the
construction of a dam in the 1960’s that would
have flooded several Gwich’in villages, and
was one of the first native leaders to work on
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
However, it was protecting the sacred calving
grounds of the Porcupine Caribou Herd that
was the most significant issue in Jonathon'’s
life.

His work to protect the Arctic Refuge began
in 1978, when the House was debating the
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act. In 1988 when the House was considering
oil drilling in the calving grounds in the Arctic
Refuge, Jonathon helped organize the first
Gwich'in Gathering. At the gathering, the
Gwich'in Steering was created, and the first
resolution of the Gwich’in Nation, calling for
permanent protection of the caribou calving
and nursery grounds as congressionally des-
ignated wilderness, was passed. In 2002, he
and two other Gwich’in leaders were honored
with the prestigious Goldman Environmental
Prize for their work to protect the calving
grounds in the Arctic Refuge.

| had the great honor of meeting Jonathon
during one of his many trips to Washington,
DC, to talk with Members about the threat of
oil drilling to the way of life of the Gwich’in
people. Jonathon was ever an optimistic advo-
cate, dedicated to his people, and sure in his
cause. His funeral will be today in Fort Yukon,
Alaska, and it is my privilege to honor him this
morning.
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RECOGNIZING TYSON R. STARK
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Tyson R. Stark a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 41, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Tyson has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Tyson has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Tyson R. Stark for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING SHARON DALY
HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of Sharon
Daly and to congratulate her on being named
a Human Needs Hero by the Coalition on
Human Needs.

Sharon Daly has had a long, distinguished
career serving the most vulnerable people in
our society with a level of compassion and
commitment that is unrivaled.

After hearing from numerous women escap-
ing family violence that ineligibility for food
stamps was a major hardship, Sharon played
a vital role in convincing Congress that
change was necessary, In 1980, federal law
was changed so that women residing in bat-
tered women’s shelters and families with high
child care expenses could receive food
stamps.

In addition, Sharon fought to secure benefits
for people with disabilities and mental illness
and played a critical role in garnering momen-
tum for enactment of the Family and Medical
Leave Act as well as an expansion of the
Earned Income Tax Credit and family preser-
vation/child welfare services.

In her almost 30 years of work in Wash-
ington, DC, Sharon has worked at the Chil-
dren’s Foundation, the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, the Children’s Defense
Fund, and Catholic Charities USA. Addition-
ally, she provided expert leadership on the
Board of the Coalition on Human Needs, in-
cluding serving as Chairwoman from 1994 to
2000. Her career has been marked by remark-
able dedication to providing help to those in
need.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize my
good friend Sharon Daly for an unparalleled
career fighting for those who may be unable to
fight for themselves, and | urge my colleagues
to join me in honoring her tremendous accom-
plishments.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, my train was
delayed, and as a result, | missed three votes
on July 17, 2006. | ask that the RECORD reflect
that had | been able to, | would have voted
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 375, regarding the
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail; “aye” on
rolicall vote No. 376, regarding Federal con-
tributions to the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority; and “aye” on rollcall vote
No. 377, the Federal Judiciary Emergency
Tolling Act.

———

MARRIAGE PROTECTION
AMENDMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 18, 2006

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, the world
around us is engulfed in a state of peril. Our
soldiers in Iraq are facing increased violence,
Israel is fighting a multi-state sponsored ter-
rorist organization, India was ravaged by a se-
ries of rail bombings last week, development
in Afghanistan is being stifled by warlords,
North Korea is testing the limits of its neigh-
bors with missile tests, Iran is testing the inter-
national community’s patience and defying its
commitment to the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
Mexico is heavily divided over its “Florida-like”
uncertain presidential election, the humani-
tarian crisis in Sudan rages on.

Here in the homeland, we struggle to pick
up the pieces after Katrina, millions of Ameri-
cans are living in poverty, the minimum wage
hasn’t risen in nearly 10 years, we’re short-
changing our veterans coming home from
Iraq, families are struggling to send their kids
to college, school districts face confusion over
the implementation of No Child Left Behind,
seniors face difficulties paying for their pre-
scription drugs, major cities are receiving less
homeland security funds, and consumers are
paying over $3 a gallon at the pump.

How do we respond to these challenges?
The Republican leadership says we should
spend our time making sure that two adults
who love each other cannot form a marriage.
Is this why our founding fathers created the
greatest democracy in the world—to keep
people apart? Our country and our world de-
serve better than this. To say that the threat
of same sex marriage is so great that it re-
quires the alteration of our Constitution to in-
clude discriminatory language is a slap in the
face to those that have fought for equality and
civil rights.

We already debated gay marriage nearly
two years ago with the Defense of Marriage
Act. States that don’t want to honor other
states civil unions don’t have to.

| believe that states should have the right to
grant same-sex marriages or offer couples the
same legal rights as those of other couples. |
share this position with Vice President DICK
CHENEY. This flagrant attempt to include dis-
crimination into our Constitution is nothing but
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